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Hello again! I hope this
newsletter finds you in good
health and spirits after a summer
filled with great memories and
adventures.
This summer has been
very memorable for me as it included a number of “firsts” and “lasts.” One of
those lasts is this newsletter. But you aren’t getting rid of me that quickly
because I will be staying on the board as NSVECCS President.
I want to wish my 2012-2013 board members congratulations and good
luck in their future endeavors. Thanks for teaching me the ropes. You will be
truly missed. We will welcome the new board members in the next
newsletter. I’m looking forward to meeting everyone at IVECCS in San
Diego.
This newsletter has everything you need to know about IVECCS in
San Diego. We hope to see you all there in September. See page 2 and 3.
The University of Calgary ‘s SVECCS Chapter was our
NSVECCS/VIN 2013 Educational Grant winner. Read all about their
CPR competition on page 4.
Don’t forget to check out the chapter reports from around the
world. See page 5. SVECCS chapters have been very busy educating
students and the public on the importance of emergency/critical care
medicine and we couldn’t be happier. Keep up the great work!
Cheers,
Audrey Stevens
Audrey Stevens
RUSVM 2014
NSVECCS Communications Director

CALLING ALL STUDENT VOLUNTEERS!
Volunteer for “Team IVECCS” and in return receive free registration and most of your
byline
meals.

Lorem Ipsum

We are pleased to announce a partnership with Abbott Animal Health who has
graciously awarded us a grant which will allow VECCS to provide funding up to $500 to every
North America Vet School that has an SVECCS Chapter in good standing, and in support of
student travel to IVECCS. With this funding we are hopeful and fully expect that at least one
student from every school can attend.
The IVECCS Volunteer program includes:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each student volunteers for two half days and select their duties – consists of about 6-8
hrs
Volunteer options include: Door monitors and Moderator assistants checking badges
to insure only eligible attendees enter. As Assistant Moderator they provide whatever
assistance to the session Moderators that may be needed with lights, door checks, etc
Students select the lectures or labs (if available) for which they serve as door monitors
Registration desk clerks - assisting in the pre-registration packet assembly and
distribution to attendees
Students are mentored by IVECCS staff & speakers
Have special luncheon everyday
Meet residents, senior clinicians and the leaders in EM/CC who have information
about internships & residencies
Opportunity to network with other students
A special reception is held for students/interns/residents
We will assist in finding affordable hotel rooms.

Students can attend any open lectures they want and can sign up for many of the
labs & workshops. We usually have 120 students attend. We can sign-off and verify
attendance for schools that require it. The VECCS office will register the students, then the
student can sign up for LES labs at a cost to the student.
This is a tremendous learning experience and many of our students have gone on to
complete residencies and become specialists in part because of their contacts and
experiences gained at IVECCS.
Students may volunteer by going to: www.2013.iveccs.org/StudentVolunteers.aspx
and follow the links to “moderators and volunteers.”
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Preview of IVECCS 2013 in San Diego
By Audrey Stevens
Communications Director

The International Veterinary
Emergency Critical Care Symposium is
celebrating its 19th Anniversary at the Grand
Hyatt, San Diego from September 7-11, 2013.
This year’s theme is “Cardiovascular Support
in Emergency & Critical Care. ”
Here is a list of the events you don’t
want to miss at this years IVECCS:
Saturday, September 7th:
5:30 pm- 8:00 pm VECCF-VECCS Job Fair
7:00pm – 9:00 pm International Attendees
Reception
Sunday, September 8th:
6:00 am- 7:45 am 5K Fun Run/Walk
9:00 am- 4:30 pm VECCF Silent Auction
opens
12:15 pm Student Lunch Meeting
5:30 pm-7:00 pm General Session & Awards
ceremony
7:15 pm-9:00 pm Welcome Reception

Monday, September 9th:
12:00 pm- 1:15 pm SVECCS Officer Luncheon
5:15-6:30 pm Happy Hour in Exhibit Hall
5:15-630 pm Poster Abstract Viewing
7:00 pm-9:00 pm Resident/Intern/Student
Reception
Tuesday, September 10th
9:30am Silent Auction Closes
Everyday
6:30 am Cyber Café by VIN
6:45 am – 7:45 am Breakfast Lectures
7:00 am-6:00 pm Registration & Information
Desks open
9:00am- 4:30 pm Exhibit Hall opens
There will also be over 40 hours of
continuing education lectures including wet
labs, case studies, and roundtables. The
program includes information for small
animal, exotic, and large animal
practitioners. The special events and
receptions held every night are a great
place to catch up with friends and network
with new associates.

Photo Credit: Ron Niebrugge/www.WildNatureimages.com
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NSVECCS/VIN $500 Educational Grant Winner
Last semester the National SVECCS executive board and members of the Veterinary
Information Network chose the University of Calgary to receive the $500 grant to award active
NSVECCS Chapter initiatives.
Chapters awarded grant money are responsible for submitting an article to "Vital Signs"
outlining the event, to be published in the edition of the newsletter following their event.
If your chapter is interested in applying for the Fall 2013 Educational Grant visit:
http://sveccs.org/site/view/205709_.pml. The deadline for the grant is September 30, 2013.

CPR Competition was a great success
By Jan Stalwick
UCVM Class of 2014
It has been a great year for the UCVM SVECCS chapter and the highlight of that year had to
be receiving the VIN/SVECCS Education Grant for our CPR Competition in March. We are deeply
thankful and attempted to put it to the best use possible.
Our CPR event included 6 teams competing in a mystery emergency scenario.
Students had 10 minutes to admit the patient from the owner, and act
appropriately for different ECG and ETC02 readings after connecting monitors
and making treatment choices. The “readings” changed as the course of the
emergency continued depending on the actions of each team.
Scores were decided by our superb team of criticalists using a template
based on an emergency lab from the Clinical Skills course here at UCVM. The
winning team was decided by number of points awarded, but special
recognition was given to teams achieving “return to spontaneous circulation” in their scenarios.
The night was a great opportunity for bonding between different classes and everyone involved.
Participants had an opportunity to cement
their knowledge by leaping into action as well
as have a fun time laughing at some of the
theatrics involved. A big thank you to
everyone to helped make the evening a
bounding success!

Photo Credit: Janet Webb

Left: The winners had the right CPR stuff to beat out 5
other teams to gain the top prize. The winning team
included from left: Jantina McMurray, Dr. Serge
Chalhoub, Dr. Jen Stillion, Jan Stalwick, Bronwyn
Atkinson, Sarah Engbers, Dr. Martha Toy, Dr. Soren
Boysen, Shannon Lockhart, Jess Burn, Dr. Cary
Hashizume.

Looking for an externship in ECC in the US or around the world
check out the spreadsheet at:
http://sveccs.org/site/view/199237_Externship.pml
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…More pictures from the University of Calgary
SVECCS’ CPR Competition

Photo Credits: Janet Webb

Upper left: Kirsten Riphagen;
Upper right: Dr. Serge Chalhoub, Bronwyn
Atkinson, and Shannon Lockhart
Middle left: Dr. Serge Chalhoub, Mandy Buisman.
Above: Katherine MacDonald, Justin Duval, and
Coby Frey.
Left: Jantina McMurray, Dr. Serge Chalhoub,
Justin Duval, Dr. Soren Boysen, Katherine
MacDonald, Jan Stalwick, Dr. Martha Toy, Kirsten
Riphagen, Dr. Jen Stillion, Coby Frey, Jenn Enzie,
Dr. Cary Hashizume, and Jess Burn.
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SVECCS Coast to Coast
& around the world
What chapters are up to…

Missouri SCVECCS chapter
enjoyed busy spring semester
By Katherine Nadolny
SCVECCS President

The University of Missouri CVM
SCVECCS chapter had a really busy spring
term. In addition to our regular monthly
meetings presenting ECC cases, we had two
exciting wet labs and
biweekly ICU rounds with
the director of small
animal emergency and
critical care services at the
teaching hospital. We also
co-hosted a talk on
emergency and critical
care in small / exotic mammals with the exotics
club at the college.
The first wet lab was a live animal triage
and emergency skills lab where member s were
given the opportunity to practice ICU skills on
their pets. Skills practiced included non-invasive
blood pressures, TPRs, bandaging, venipuncture
for PCV/TP and reading PCV/TP. This lab was
conducted by a second year ECC resident and
two ECC registered veterinary technicians.
The second wet lab was held just last
month. It was a new "emergency tube
placement" lab where students got to try placing
thoracostomy tubes, nasogastric feeding tubes,
and tracheostomy tubes on cadaver dogs and
cats. We had the benefit of learning from a
clinician and two ECC residents, each of whom
had slightly different tips and tricks! It was a
great lab and members were all happy to
practice skills that we have been learning about
in lecture.
Finally, we continued our biweekly ICU
rounds. In ICU rounds, members get to learn
about cases in the hospital, ask questions, and
get some in-depth exposure to critical care. All
in all, it was a busy and successful semester.

KSU has busy year with wet
labs, on-call student program
By Sarah Halpern
SVECCS President

The Kansas State chapter of SVECCS had a
busy year, hosting monthly meetings on a variety of
emergency topics, with one very successful
fundraiser, along with three wet labs.
In February, we learned
about field triaging in disaster
situations, complete with a
mock disaster scene and
stuffed patients displaying a
variety of symptoms to triage.
We also held a two part
tracheostomy wet lab. One of the lead ICU
veterinarians gave a presentation on when a
tracheostomy should be performed and how it was
done. Students were then able to get some handson experience placing tracheostomy tubes on canine
cadavers.
We also worked on expanding our on call
emergency program, which provides club members
the opportunity to sign up for shifts to be on call for
overnight emergency cases. Through this program,
students have had the chance to see some unusual
procedures and learn more about emergency
medicine.
We look forward to expanding this program
further next year and hosting many more exciting
wet labs.

RUSVM SVECCS had a fulfilling year
By Tara Hershberger
SVECCS President

Living on an island can sometimes
make it challenging to bring new ideas to
life, but that hasn’t stopped the SVECCS
chapter at Ross University. This year we
started what will hopefully be a yearly event
here at Ross – a webinar
series on pet insurance!
We teamed up
with our VBMA chapter
and AAHA
representatives to
deliver webinars by the
three leading pet
insurance companies in the United States:
PetPlan, Trupanion, and VPI. Each company
provided lunch, as well as an informative talk
providing the details of their policies, and
information regarding pet insurance as a
whole. Why have three webinars? Because
no two pet insurance companies are the
same, and having a better understanding of
the way it works will enable us to better serve
our patients, our clients, and our hospital
In the fall we plan to bring down two
guest speakers: Dr. Erica Feiste from
Greenbrier Veterinary Referral Center in
Chesapeake, Virginia, and Dr. Lenore Bacek,
MS, DACVECC from Auburn University in
Auburn, Alabama. If you are interested in
hosting a pet insurance webinar for your
chapter, please email us at
SVECCSpresident@gmail.com so we can
share our insurance contact information.
Please note that this email address is
specifically for the Ross chapter president,
and has no affiliation with the NSVECCS
president.
To talk about our other events, I’d like
to share what one member had to say
about her experiences:

Photo Credit: Paul Orchard

Dr. Julie Williamson instructs Cheslymar Garcia
(left) and Tyler Murphy-Tucker (right) on the proper
placement of a chest tube during the thoracocentesis/
chest tube placement lab.

“The SVECCS Chapter at Ross University has given me the
chance to explore veterinary medicine through
participation in case-based discussions with our VTH
clinicians and specialists (a great opportunity to apply our
education to a real case), lectures by staff and visiting
veterinarians, and wet-labs like IV catheter placement
and thoracocentesis / chest tube placement. Our
SVECCS members cover a number of our VTH emergency
shifts, and working these shifts has kindled my passion for
emergency medicine. I've learned that I love this fast
paced environment! My favorite experience by far was
the thoracocentesis and chest tube wet lab because it
was administered to test new models that our professors
have designed and plan to introduce into the curriculum.
After being shown how and why to do a thoracocentesis
and chest tube placement with realistic models in a casebased learning scenario, I am confident that I can one
day perform these procedures on my own. Despite all of
the stress, trials, and tribulations of vet school, SVECCS has
maintained my passion and drive to push forward with my
studies and to become board certified after I graduate.”
– Jacqueline Garcin, 3rd year.
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WSU hosts cadaver
Liverpool SVECCS
has their 1st ECC day lab and CPR lecture
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By: Emily Ratsep
University of Liverpool

By TC Chartkunchand
SVECCS Vice-President

Liverpool University is proud to announce
that there is no longer only one SVECCS chapter
in the UK. This past year saw the founding of a
Liverpool Chapter. Emergency Medicine and
Critical Care is an emerging discipline in the UK
and students at the
University of Liverpool
were excited to be
linked in to this exciting
field. SVECCS Liverpool
started off with a bang
with their oversubscribed Emergency and Critical
Care Day this past June. 32 lucky students
attended the day, while another 70 interested
students had to be waitlisted. Amanda Boag,
MA VetMB DipACVIM, DipACVECC FHEA MRCVS
EVECCS, President and Clinical Director at Vets
Now, gave the inaugural address, with a
fascinating and amusing look at the field of
Emergency Care as “Fast Medicine”. This was
followed by dynamic presentations and wet labs
led by Kimberley Palgrave BS BVM&S GPCert(DI)
MRCVS of BCF Technology, on ultrasound use in
an ECC setting and cadaver practicals with
Miguel Martinez DVM Cert VA DipECVAA
MRCVS, covering oesophagostomy tube
placement, chest drain placements,
cystocentesis and urinary catheterization and
epidural blocks. Student feedback was
extremely positive and we have already had
requests to repeat the day for students who
missed out this time around. The chapter
currently has 193 members with requests and
questions coming daily! As a growing and brand
new chapter we really look forward to this
upcoming year and hope to continue raising
interest and awareness of this discipline.

The WSU SVECCS put on a cadaver lab for
the vet students in the fall that included
approximately 20 cadaver dogs. The students
learned how to place endotracheal tubes, chest
tubes, urinary catheters, and
perform a tracheostomy. These
procedures are crucial for
emergency medicine and this
cadaver lab is just one of
several opportunities for
students to practice these
important skills. There were
approximately 30 students in attendance
throughout the day. This lab has become
somewhat of a tradition at WSU and is on the
schedule again for next fall.
We also asked Dr. Linda Martin, DVM, MS,
DACVECC to come speak to the club about
performing CPR in small animals. Dinner was
provided to the club members and the Dr.
Martin talked for an hour on how to care for
animals during an emergency situation. The
information presented was useful for all class
levels and there was a good showing of people
from each class. The club was also able to use a
demonstration CPR dog module where students
could practice their CPR skills.
A WSU
SVECCS
student
practices
placing a
chest tube
during a
cadaver lab.

