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In this issue:
NSVECCS Officers -2
Meet your 2016-2017 NSVECCS officers! We hope to see you at IVECCS
2017 in Nashville.

IVECCS 2017 Nashville-2
Fluid Therapy
Thinking about going to IVECCS? As a member of NSVECCS, you are able
to get free registration with 2 volunteering shifts. A stipend is also
provided to your chapter depending on the number of students in
attendance.

Externships, Educational podcast and even more!
Student CPR competition
Would you like to learn more about CPR in a hands on, fun and collegial
competition? Show some school pride and enter a team in the first ever
student CPR competition at IVECCS 2017.

Around the world- 3-20
Read about the exciting events and labs that are happening at SVECCS
around the world.
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SVECCS members

As always, good luck on exams
and take a well-deserved
break when needed. Grab a
coffee, or a cup of tea, cuddle
up with fluffy or spiky, and
have a read!
The NSVECCS team has some
exciting articles and information
for you in this edition of the
Vital Signs.
 The cross over program has
officially started! If you are
unfamiliar with it, we a have
quick summary on page xxx
 Want to see what the other
SVECCS chapters have been
up to and get some ideas
for your own chapter?
Check out pages xx-xxx
 NEW! Student CPR
competition at IVECCS 2017
with free online CPR CE and
certificate from AVMAECC
 Externships, Educational
podcasts, Education Funds,
IVECCS and even more!

I hope you’ll find what you are
looking for in this edition of
Vital Signs. Please let me know
if you have any comments or
suggestions for the next edition!
Ally Chen
NSVECCS Communications
Director
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IVECCS and a Message from Rebecca Bishop, National SVECCS President
IVECCS 2016 was attended by nearly 2500 Veterinarians, Technicians, Managers, and Students – A very successful
symposium with a large international attendance.
IVECCS 2016 was the 22nd IVECCS and was conducted at the Gaylord Texan, Grapevine, Texas, between Dallas
and Fort Worth. There were 2,472 vet, tech, student and practice manager registrants which included 314
international registrants from 30 foreign countries. With exhibitor personnel, nearly 3100 attended this IVECCS. This
state-of-the-art symposium was again conducted jointly by the Veterinary Emergency & Critical Care Society
(VECCS), American College of Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care (ACVECC), and the Academy of Veterinary
Emergency and Critical Care Technicians (AVECCT). The American College of Veterinary Anesthesia and Analgesia
(ACVAA) and the Academy of Veterinary Technician Anesthesia and Analgesia (AVTAA) met at IVECCS and
augmented the scientific program with tracks focusing on anesthesia and pain management. ACVAA also conducted
two full-day tracks of Research Abstracts. The International Veterinary Academy of Pain Management (IVAPM) met
at IVECCS as an affiliate. The organization held their business meetings, practitioner exam and coordinated a portion
of the Pain Management program.
The theme for IVECCS 2016 was “Sepsis in Emergency & Critical Care” which was the focus of many of the
lecture modules as well as several laboratory and small group interactive workshops. Over 430 hours of scientific
program presentations by 150 speakers were provided to attendees while still emphasizing the latest in therapeutic
interventions utilized in day-to-day practice. Additionally, six special “daybreak sessions” were presented to packed
rooms.
We look forward to IVECCS 2017, which will be held at the Gaylord Opryland in Nashville, Tennessee. The theme for
IVECCS 2017 is “Fluid Therapy in Emergency & Critical Care” which will be integrated into the wide range of
emergency and critical care topics included in the over 400 hours of scientific program presentations. We are working
on improved student programing for this year, including an exciting canine CPR competition and student debt
discussion sessions. We hope to see you there!
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Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine
The Student Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society at Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine
focuses on student learning through real-life clinical cases and hands-on wet labs. Monthly lunch or dinner
meetings allow students to further their education about emergency and critical care cases and to learn more
about careers in this particular specialty. This past year, we were lucky to have Dr. Nash give a case-based
presentation and Dr. Biddick give a talk on “Trauma in the ER,” in which she spoke about common presentations
and protocols of emergency patients, as well as specific cases. Both Dr. Nash and Dr. Biddick are Emergency and
Critical Care residents at Auburn University. We also held dinner meetings in which members had the
opportunity to ask clinicians questions directly. We held a panel-style meeting in which clinicians from the
Emergency and Critical Care Department answered questions submitted by members about a career in the field
of emergency medicine. SVECCS members at Auburn also have the opportunity to attend both small and large
animal ICU rounds monthly. Clinicians typically give a brief history and description of each case in the ICU,
followed by further discussion and observation of radiographs, labwork, and other pertinent information to help
members connect classroom learning with real clinical cases. We also planned two wet labs this past spring
semester. One wet lab focused on a common equine emergency, limb lacerations. Students watched a brief
presentation about distal limb wound management in horses, along with a demonstration of common suturing
techniques from Dr. Caldwell here at Auburn. Dr. Caldwell then assisted students in practicing suturing on
cadaver horse limbs. Our other wet lab emphasized an imperative clinical skill, placing an intravenous catheter.
Members could practice placing IV catheters in a model of a canine forelimb, and had the opportunity to place a
jugular catheter in a horse while other students observed. This past spring, we also held a “Penny Wars”
fundraiser for the Good Samaritan Fund here at Auburn, in which classes competed against one another to raise
the most money. We fundraised for our club through selling t-shirts and sweatshirts and holding a bake sale. We
look forward to having more meetings, rounds, and wet labs next semester, and helping our members obtain
more practical experience in the field of emergency and critical care.

Tuskegee University
Tuskegee University’s chapter of SVECCS had a great year! We had lunch and learns, fundraising events, and
hands-on wet labs. In the fall semester, we hosted a catheter lab to help students, especially first and second
year students, become more comfortable with placing IV catheters. We introduced pre-recorded interactive
SVECCS VIN rounds into our lunch-and-learns, starting with Dr. Steve Mehler’s wound care presentation. The club
also focused on contacting companies such as BluePearl and VCA to speak this year about externships,
internships and residencies.
This year we look forward to having a joint wet lab with Auburn University’s SVECCS chapter and continuing with
our CPR and IV catheter labs. We also hope to see more guest speakers and representatives visit Tuskegee’s
campus.

KSU Student Chapter of the Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society
The K-State SVECCS has had a variety of great speakers and wetlabs this year. In the fall, Dr. Julie Anne
Gervais, our third year small animal surgery resident, gave a presentation on wound bandaging, focusing on the
Robert Jones bandage. A few weeks later, our members were able to practice their skills at our bandaging
wetlab. In the spring, we hosted Dr. Sasha Thomason, who taught our club members the best way to handle
patients with heat stroke. Our club also has a small animal emergency team, which is an on-call program that
enables students to experience emergency situations first hand in the K-State Veterinary Health Center ICU. We
are looking forward to more exciting presentations and wetlabs in the upcoming year.
Krysta Janas
President 2015-2016
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University of Sydney Student
Veterinary Emergency and Critical
care chapter was founded in
October, 2016. Our mentor is Dr
Mara Hickey, the head of the
emergency and critical care
department at the University
Veterinary Teaching Hospital in Sydney. Dr Hickey joined University of Sydney in May 2015. She has moved
here with family from LA. Dr Hickey completed Small Animal Emergency Medicine at Dove Lewis Emergency
Hospital in Portland Oregon and at the University of California at Davis. In 2011 she commenced a 3 year
specialty residency in Small Animal Emergency and Critical Care Medicine at ACCESS in the Los Angeles
metropolitan area. Dr Hickey will be sitting her DACVECC exams in September this year. Her areas of interest
include trauma, shock and sepsis.
We have had over 150 students sign up to become active
members in the first couple of months and everyone has
welcomed this chapter with a lot of enthusiasm!
Our first event was a fluid therapy in the ICU tutorial followed by
the Traumatic brain injury talk, Critical care monitoring (based on
the Kirby’s rule of 20), CPR dry lab and Trauma/shock tutorial.
Our next event is a Coagulation tutorial aimed to cover the basics
of coagulation including primary and secondary hemostasis as
well as coagulation testing in the ER/ICU setting. In July, SVECCS
USYD with the support from Hill’s nutrition and in conjunction
with the SurgSoc are holding a feeding tube wet lab which will
involve placement of esophageal tubes as well as feeding plan
calculations.
In the last three months, we have also started a morning treatment crew to bring students interested in the
ECC and ER/ICU veterinarians together. Students volunteer to spend a few hours before class (6am-8am) on
the weekdays as well as the weekends. During this time students have an opportunity to fill orders for the
hospitalized patients, shadow the ER veterinarian on any early morning emergency consults. We believe this
opportunity gives students insight and experience in both emergency medicine and treatment of critically ill
patients. We have had a great response from the freshman as well as years 2 and 3!
In the future, we plan to hold a bandaging tutorial in conjunction with the USYD SurgSoc as well as a Pet First
Aid Day.
Natalia Mikhaleva (SVECCS USYD president) Email: nmik2662@uni.sydney.edu.au

University of Missouri
Over the course of the 2015-2016 academic year, members of Mizzou’s SCVECCS have had the
opportunity to attend regularly meetings, ICU rounds, and wet labs. In April, students participated in a feeding
tube lab in which they learned how to place nasogastric and esophagostomy tubes. Dr. Jenny Sandler, Scientific
Services Veterinarian for Royal Canin, informed students about the nutritional aspects of assisted feeding. Topics
included determining when a feeding tube is warranted, selecting a tube type, and calculating feeding amount
and frequency. Following Dr. Sandler’s lecture, students practiced placing feeding tubes in feline cadavers with
assistance from Emergency and Critical Care faculty and residents.
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Fun with CPR and much, much more!
The UCVM SVECCS club always have something interesting and fun planned for our members. This year,
we had talks on avalanche dogs, commonly seen toxins, heart diseases, and much more!
On March 8, the SVECCS Club (Student Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society Club) held its
largest event of the year – the 4th annual CPR competition. The CPR event encourages students from all four
years of the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine program to participate in an exciting, fun, and friendly competition.
This year, over 70 students and 10 faculty members made the event a huge success!
The competition is based on how teams perform in an emergency situation. A different scenario is
created each year by our professors/UCVM faculty to incorporate all factors of veterinary medicine (from the
efficient and crucial client interaction to performing lifesaving therapies). Teams of students from the first 3
years work together and navigate through the scenario before the judging panel which consists of our UCVM
faculty members. Scores for different skills performed are tallied up and the winning team members will have
their name immortalized on an engraved plaque which is displayed in the halls of CSB.
This year, the scenario involved a very concerned owner, her prize winning poodle, some porcupine
quills, and an uncoordinated veterinarian. The veterinarian played by Dr. Serge Chalhoub accidentally stabbed
himself with a quill while he was removing them and falls unconscious. At the same time, a simulation model, the
jerry dog “arrested” under anesthesia. This was when the competing teams work towards saving the simulated
model. The owner played by Dr. Ashley Whitehead tried her best to distract the teams from what they needed to
do. Using skills from our various courses from all three years, every member of the team was able to contribute
in saving the life of our jerry dog and calming down the owner. Of course, we did not forget about the
unconscious veterinarian, he was safely pulled aside and 911 was called for his safety.
The event was incredibly entertaining as the 11 student teams brought their humor and creativity along
with their clinical abilities. We had group names such as the bundle of hers, the myocardial muchachas, and the
school of ROSC. Also, a couple teams came in lovely costumes! We had outlaws, superheroes, and pirates saving
lives that night.
I would like to acknowledge all the professors (Drs. Chalhoub, Whitehead, Pang, Boysen, Archer, Wilson,
Schiller, Levy, and Tan.), the SVECCS executives (Kat F., Kelsey K., Tracy H., Marley W., and Emily P.), and all the
student helpers (Marie, Randi, Jen F., Hayley, and Julie R.) who were essential for running the competition!
Dr. Soren Boysen and our club’s next goal for the future is to create a national competition between CPR
teams from all the Canadian veterinary medicine universities during the annual student symposiums. We expect
this event to be just as fun with some friendly rivalry. Stay tuned for some exciting news in the near future!

The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine SVECCS
Our SVECCS Chapter is extremely lucky to have access to canine cadavers which are mostly specimens that have
been utilized for the third years for various techniques in their required classes. We make sure these cadavers
are fully utilized, and use them for our most popular wet labs: Techniques I, II, and eunucleation. For techniques
I students practiced tracheotomies, chest tube placement, central line placement and peripheral cut-downs after
demonstration from our advisor. Techniques II is a similar wet lab where members can practice placement of
central lines and peripheral cut-downs again, as well as spinal taps, urinary catheter placement in males and
females, and how to use an IO catheter gun. Transpalpebral enucleation was performed on the cadavers by our
third year members after a demonstration from an ophthalmologist.
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Here at CSU our SVECCS chapter has had another wonderful year. We were excited to start with a large group of
new, enthusiastic members and were able to have some great lectures, labs, and journal clubs. Our monthly
journal clubs have covered topics such as feline urethral obstruction, sepsis, and outcomes of long-term positive
pressure ventilation to name a few, and we have one or two more to go before the end of the year. These were
hosted by several of our ECC interns and residents. Our school sent three SVECCS officers to IVECCS in
Indianapolis in September to attend the conference and return with knowledge to spread to our members. Late
in the Fall 2015 semester we were fortunate enough to have a lab/lecture sponsored by Royal Canin where
critical care nutrition was discussed followed by a lab on placing feeding tubes.. We have had one of our two
emergency procedures labs so far. Dr. Justin Mathis demonstrated chest tube placement, a jugular cut down, and
a tracheostomy then provided guidance as SVECCS members performed these procedures. A second emergency
procedures lab is scheduled for later in April. Our ECC intern, Dr. Pia Martiny, led a lecture on common toxicities
in March as well. Even though the year is wrapping up quickly we still have more to look forward to before the
end. Our annual First Aid Day where we teach people from the community about common pet emergencies and
basic first aid that they can perform is coming up in April. Faculty, resident, and intern ECC members volunteer
their time to lead lectures and demonstrations and our members are there to help as well. The public has always
loved meeting some of the people from the veterinary school and gaining knowledge in order to help their pets.
Another event we are looking forward to is our combined lecture with CSU’s ACVIM chapter about EKG
interpretation. This is always a popular lecture as it comes just days before the 2nd year students’ big cardiology
exam. We’re excited to wrap up such a great year, but are even more excited to start planning all the fun SVECCS
events for next year and see what great new (and returning) ECC interns and residents will be involved as well.

SVECCS had another great year at the University of Montreal! Several conferences and workshops were organized
throughout the year and we have received a lot of positive feedback from our members. Our round-table style
conference was a great success and will definitely be continued next year! The topic this time was “What School
Does Not Prepare Us For” and we had 5 veterinarians from diverse practice fields sharing their experience as
recently graduated veterinarians. We also continued our annual “Clinical Supper” given by our Small Animal ECC
chief Dr Alexandre Proulx centered around diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA). We also had several great interactive
workshops aimed at the different student cohorts. For example, the first and second year students participated in
a safe handling of critical patients workshop, the third year students participated in a reanimation workshop as
well as one on electrocardiogram interpretation and finally the fourth year students were given a workshop on
blood gas interpretation. We also invited several clinicians and specialists from around the province to give us
lectures on different topics such as the most common emergency cases in small animal clinics, emergencies in
oncology and reproductive emergencies. The students here in St-Hyacinthe definitely had some great learning
opportunities this year and we are excited to begin the next one!

St. Matthew’s University SVECCS
This past fall we held an IV catheter lab to give students an opportunity to practice
placing and taping IV catheters. Perfecting your technique takes time so to
alleviate the anxiety for students we opted to use canine and feline cadavers. In
preparation for the lab, a Penrose drain was filled with red-colored water and run
under the skin of the forelimbs and sutured in place. This technique provided a
realistic simulation of venipuncture/IV catheter placement by allowing students to
hold-off the “vein” and get a “flash” in the hub of the needle. We had a great
turnout and students appreciated the opportunity to perfect their taping technique
as well! We are planning to hold another suture lab soon as that as our most
popular and requested lab! Additionally, we have continued to hold our veterinary
trivia night each semester (3 times per year). This is our most successful means of
fundraising and involves both students and professors.
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Vital Signs Workshop
2016
Massey SVECCS
Students are thrilled after a fun, educational and actionpacked day
Massey Student Veterinary Emergency and Critical
Care society held our annual vital signs workshop on
the 14th of May 2016, and it turned out to be a huge
success. The workshop ran

between 8am and 12noon, with 24 veterinary
students participating from years two, three and
four of vet school. The event entailed an hour
lecture in the morning on essential theory behind
CPR, followed by a hands-on practical session
with 4 stations including:


CPR



Catheter placement



ET/tracheostomy tube placement



Suturing principles
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Station 1: CPR

“It was heaps of fun
and I learnt so much!
Definitely recommend
the experience to all
vet students”
- Anonymous 2nd
year

Dr. Thomas Odom, a clinician
from Massey University
Veterinary Teaching Hospital
(MUVTH) gave the informative
lecture on CPR in the morning,
and also facilitated the hands
on practical station on CPR dog
dummies thereafter. Students
were taught the correct method
of performing compressions
(100-

120/min in two minute cycles),
and how to provide adequate
ventilation. In addition, they
were educated on the use of
certain drugs in CPR such as
lidocaine and epinephrine for
cardiac support. The practical
experience was new and
exciting exposure to first line
emergency medicine for 2nd and
3rd year students, whilst 4th
years found it useful in
consolidating previous taught
theory.

Station 2: Catheter
placements

A shameless SVECCS committee selfie unable to contain their excitement about
the day

Catheter placements were
taught by MUVTH Small Animal
Intern Barry Hedgespeth. Fake
rubber dog legs along with 2
dog cadavers were used for
demonstration and practice. At
this station, students learnt the
different sites at which
intravenous catheters can be
placed in an emergency
including the cephalic, jugular,
and saphenous veins. They
practiced inserting 20G
catheters into these veins,
securing them correctly with
tape, sofban and vet wrap. This
station was included in the
workshop as IV catheter
placements are a critical skill
for all vets to have. It allowed
participants to develop more
competency and confidence in
this procedure.
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Station 3: ET tube
placements and
tracheostomies
The students expressed a-lot of
excitement over learning how to
establish an airway in an
emergency through ET tubing and
tracheotomies. Dr. Hiroki, senior
lecturer in anaesthesiology, did a
fantastic job teaching students the
procedures on canine cadavers,
after a brief power-point
presentation on the theory behind
it.

Emergency steeplechase to finish:
Participant groups were given a rather unrealistic, but light-hearted,
case scenario of Fred the dog who was involved in a skydiving
accident. The aim of the steeplechase was to solidify the principals
they learnt at the Vital Signs Workshop in a simulated real life case
scenario. First they were directed to establish an airway with an ET
tube and chest compressions for one cycle. They then had to place a
catheter in their dog and finally suture up a wound he had obtained
in the accident. The students had a lot of fun and the fastest group
was awarded with a scrumptious prize consisting of an assortment of
chocolates.

Station 4: Suturing
Dr. Robert Sawicki, lecturer in
Veterinary Technology, tailored
his teaching of suture patterns and
techniques on cadavers to
individual year level groups. The
2nd years received a solid
introduction to instrument holding,
basic tissue handling technique,
simple continuous and interrupted
suture patterns. The 3rd years
were taught a bit more in depth
about certain appositional sutures
such as ford interlocking, vertical
mattress, and horizontal mattress
sutures. In addition to this, 4th
years were taught the techniques
of placing intradermal sutures,
and how to bury knots. This is
particularly useful with their live
surgery labs starting next week!
Overall, Vital Signs 2016 was a
positive interactive learning
environment where students got
to learn and practice basic yet
essential emergency skills. In
addition, the Massey SVECCS
committee enjoyed organizing it
and learned a lot in the process.
They received a lot of good
feedback on the day and are
content with how the day panned
out. Furthermore, they look
forward to planning the next
event, that being the Massey
SVECCS annual conference. This
will consist of more in depth
veterinary procedures and a
larger number of participants.
Will students be thrilled once
again?
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This year, there were many new and exciting things happening in the University of Illinois College of Veterinary
Medicine’s SVECCS chapter.
Emergency Procedures Wet Lab – Illinois SVECCS
Every year, many students at University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine look forward to the annual
Emergency Procedures Wet Lab hosted by the SVECCS chapter. In this wet lab, students have the opportunity to
practice common ER skills. This year, the emergency procedures wet lab was a big hit, with about 25 students in
attendance, 2 clinicians, and 3 residents.
Skills Achieved at the Emergency Procedures Wet Lab
- Thoracostomy Tube Placement
- Thoracocentesis
- Temporary Tracheostomy
- Bone Marrow Aspiration & Biopsy
- Arthrocentesis
ICU Volunteer Program

-

Urinary Catheterization for Male & Female Dogs
Surgical Drain Placement
Open Chest CPR
Basic Suture Patterns

This year, Illinois SVECCS revamped our ER/ICU On-Call Program to be an ICU Volunteer program where first,
second and third year students have the opportunity to gain experience in our ICU during peak treatment times.
Goals for Illinois SVECCS ER/ICU On-Call Program
- Great way to learn and practice technical skills
o reaffirm what you are taught on the OSCE
- Get to know staff/techs/interns/residents/clinicians and students
- Great to learn how the ICU flow sheets work
o makes it easier to transition into 4th year
- Learn where everything is located in the ICU
- Watch and participate in CPRs when they occur
- Required training at the beginning of the year, a skill list and required 1 shift requirement/week provides
guidance for students to expand skill set and create a more consistent volunteer program to help the ICU
techs
- Goal is to provide practical learning experiences for students while in didactic courses and in the long run
hopefully make the transition into 4th year easier and provide more volunteers for busy TPR times, which will
allow fewer 4th years to need to be called in
- Only a few numbers showed interest this year, but it’s the first year and the students who were dedicated
were very dedicated!

SCVECCS at Iowa State University
The Iowa State Chapter of SCVECCS took no time introducing its new first year members to some great talks and
wet labs. The club started the year off with its annual wound debridement lab where students were able to learn
how to properly repair lacerations utilizing various suture techniques as well as practice placing penrose drains.
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Following this wet lab, on September 30th, students were given the opportunity to practice some valuable critical
care skills in a canine emergency techniques wet lab where former club advisor Dr. Lisa Olson assisted students
with placement of nasal tube cannulas, chest tubes, tracheostomy procedure and urinary catheter placement.
The club continued the year with its feline emergency techniques wet lab where former advisor Dr. Lisa Olson
demonstrated to students how to place esophageal feeding tubes and urinary catheters in feline patients. Students
were also given the opportunity to practice castration on some male cadavers, and many first year students
remarked this was the first exposure they have ever had to surgery!
In addition to some great labs, clubs members were also given the opportunity to attend numerous meetings
including a foal emergencies talk, several case studies presentations from the small animal ICU at the Iowa State
University veterinary hospital, and a really neat dinner panel where students led the discussion by formulating
questions to ask faculty about internships and residencies.
The club finishing off the spring semester with a cardiac emergencies talk and lab led by ISU’s new cardiologist
Dr. Jessica Ward. In the meeting preceding the lab, students were introduced to compression techniques,
ventilation procedures, methods for both closed and open chest CPR and common drugs administered during a
cardiac crisis. In the lab, students were given the opportunity to practice intubation and both open and closed
chest compressions. Next semester ISU hopes to keep giving its club members the opportunity to attend a huge
variety of awesome labs and talks! By: Tania Roos- President

This past Spring Semester, the LSU SVECCS held the first ever One Health CPR event at LSU SVM.
We thought it would be a great opportunity to have someone from the American Heart Society teach LSU SVM students, faculty
and staff human CPR and first aid. After lunch, we had a board certified emergency/critical care specialist Dr. Alan Ralph from New
Orleans come teach participants about pet CPR and first aid. Members of the Louisiana State Animal Response Team (LSART)
helped teach the pet CPR and first aid class as well. First responders from the Greater Baton Rouge community were invited to
come learn about pet CPR, too. An EMT in attendance said, “A lot of people own pets, so in EMT situations, you go into the home
and… it’s more of a safety concern. But, of course, if anything happens to the pet while we’re there, it would be cool to know how
to help.”
Below is a link to an article the local newspaper wrote about the event.
http://theadvocate.com/features/people/15159243-123/cpr-for-animals-exists-and-lsu-vet-school-wants-emergency-respondersto-learn-it
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Purdue SVECCS is starting off the 2015-2016 year with a slew of new members, bringing our total to 105. We
have planned a number of exciting wet labs, speakers, and for the first time this year we will be hosting ICU
rounds to engage students in emergency medicine and expand the curriculum.
Our first meeting was held with Dr. Stephanie Thomovosky, a clinical assistant professor of neurology at Purdue.
Our mission was to integrate multiple specialties beyond ECC. In order to do so, we incorporated the topic of
neuro emergencies and the do’s and don’ts of referral. Dr. Thomovsky was able to truly highlight how specialties
within a hospital are able to work together for patient care. Other topics that will be covered this year include
toxicology, a weirdest of the weird, allergic reaction, HBC’s, and respiratory distress talks. We are also looking
forward to having Dr. Justine Lee, aka Vet Girl, come speak. Dr. Lee is a renowned speaker and also happens to
be an emergency clinician.
Coming up in addition this year, we have planned a fall wet lab covering CPR and a spring wet lab covering
emergency procedures. In the CPR wet lab, students will be able to work in teams in order to gain proficiency in
resuscitation. In the procedures wet lab, students will be able to perform a number of emergency procedures on
cadavers. These procedures include central line, tracheostomy tube, intraosseous catheter, chest tube, and
nasoesophagostomy tube placement…just to name a few.
Overall, Purdue SVECCS is excited for everything to come! Boiler up!!

Michigan State University College of Veterinary Medicine had another great year full of interactive
discussion talks and labs.
In the Fall of 2015 we had numerous lunch and dinner talks, topics including:
ventilation in critical patients with Dr. Kari Beer, a case-based study session with
3rd year resident Dr. Andrew Carver, anaphylactic shock with 2nd year resident
Dr. Ron Achiel, PIMA and other immune-mediated diseases with Dr. Ari Jutkowitz,
neonatal care with Dr. Amy Koenigshof, and a talk about small animal internships
with Dr. Matt Beal. Our wet lab for the Fall 2015 semester included: FAST scan
utilization in an emergency situation. Students were able to use our FAST scan in
the emergency department to practice how to examine the four quadrants of the
abdomen for fluid in the peritoneal cavity and scan the chest for pleural and pericardial effusion. We
had an awesome time!

12

In the Spring of 2016 our lunch and dinner topics included: Gun-shot
wound case analysis with 2nd year resident Dr. Ron Achiel and triage and
emergency medicine: similarities and differences between large animal and
small animal medicine with Dr. Amy Koenigshof and Dr. Susan Holcombe.
Our first lab of the semester was a dry lab in cardiology with 3rd year
resident Dr. Andrew Carver. We practiced reading common arrhythmias
seen in emergency medicine on an ECG, and also practiced hooking up ECG
leads to a couple of very patient and willing volunteer dogs. Our second lab
of the semester was about bandaging. All of the students who participated
learned how to instill a Robert Jones bandage on one of our many
participating animals. We were able to volunteer our own dogs for these
events, where of course they were spoiled with treats and lots of attention
for their donated time and cooperation (pictured right: Berkeley, one of our
happy volunteers for the bandaging lab)
One of our favorite events of the year is held in April during the
CVM’s annual open house, otherwise known as “Vet-A-Visit”. Students
and faculty facilitate the event where we open our doors to the public and
welcome them in to learn more about our school and veterinary
medicine. Our SVECCS club hosts the “Teddy-Bear Clinic” where kids can
have their stuffed animals sutured and bandaged where they have rips
and tears. It is an interactive way for our members to help educate the
public on the importance of veterinary care while practicing bandaging
and suturing skills. Despite the snow and cold weather we had a great
turn out from the community and it was a lot of fun! (pictured right: 2nd year vet student Melissa
Santonocito helping to repair a tear in a very special stuffed animal)
A huge thank you goes out to our board members, SVECCS members, and the faculty and staff
that made our 2015-2016 school year a great success for our club!
Mississippi State University College of Veterinary Medicine SVECCS
In July, Mississippi State University College of Veterinary Medicine (MSU CVM) welcomed Dr. Marc Seitz as
assistant clinical professor of Critical Care and Emergency Medicine. After graduation, Dr. Seitz practiced full
time general medicine and part time emergency medicine in Atlanta, Georgia for three years. Upon relocating to
Cherry Hill, NJ, he transitioned into full time emergency and referral medicine at Red Bank Veterinary Hospital.
During that time, he also earned Diplomate status with the American Board of Veterinary Practitioners in canine
and feline practice. This fall, Dr. Seitz was elated to return “home” to Mississippi State’s College of Veterinary
Medicine as an Assistant Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine. He has a passion for teaching and loves
translating emergency topics and current veterinary literature into practical information and skills. Professional
interests include feline urethral obstruction, intravenous lipid therapy, FAST scan, communication, and teaching.
We are lucky to have him added to the SVECCS team!
Both Dr. Brittany Thames and Dr. Seitz will now serve as our chapter advisors, and have given and have planned
several fun and exciting meetings for this year. We have already had a few lectures which include “OMG My
Patient is Poisoned!” which Dr. Seitz presented several common toxins such as chocolate, Xylitol, Bread dough,
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Gorilla Glue, Grapes and Raisins, and how to approach and treat these certain toxins. We also had a CPR lab
conducted by Dr. Thames and our wonderful CPR dog “Jerry” helped us practice some basic CPR maneuvers, and
provided a wonderful lecture on certain pharmaceuticals and CPR techniques. We were also fortunate to have
Dr. Thames lecture on her classic “How To Be A Rockstar in The ER,” where she shares with us certain techniques
that will not only help save more lives, but also help work fast and efficient when things get busy. Our future
lecture and labs will include FAST SCAN lecture with a short demonstration of the FAST SCAN in operation, and
SCAVMA will be sponsoring a meeting discussing emergency fluid resuscitation.
Along with all the fantastic meetings we will have this year, MSU CVM also announced the completion of the new
Intensive Care Unit renovation! There have been many changes that have been made to improve and provide
the best patient care possible. Some of these advancements include an increase in capacity to 30+ patients. They
also created an intermediate care ward for patients that are not ICU/Critical Care but still in need of more
frequent monitoring than can be provided in the general clinic wards. A feline ward with soundproof glass was
also created where the patients are housed away from canine patients to improve their comfort and decrease
stress levels since increased stress can prolong healing and recovery to such sensitive feline patients. New dog
runs were purchased that are large enough to house even our largest small animal patients particularly for our
large breed neuro patients that require extended hospital stays and aggressive rehabilitation efforts. New syringe
pumps were purchased which allow for more accurate dosing of necessary medications. Additional oxygen lines
were run so that we have the ability to provide oxygen to numerous patients at once! A new, portable oxygen
cage was also purchased for those patients needing to travel to different areas of the hospital but need to
remain on supplemental oxygen. Lastly the ICU is generally much larger than it was before, and more technical
staff were hired to help ensure with the increase the patients would have the best care possible.
With advancements in the Intensive Care Unit and the addition of a new faculty member, the MSU CVM
Emergency and Critical Care Services family has been able to promote the importance of emergency and critical
care medicine. By increasing awareness and providing educational opportunities our students will be better
equipped to handle emergencies regardless if they are at a 24 hour emergency care center or at a private general
practice.

This year brought some exciting opportunities to RUSVM. WE have had many basic wet-labs (IVC, ET placement,
and bandaging) as well a certification in basic disaster management.
Our chapter is working with some of the veterinarians in our clinical skills lab to help make a blocked cat model
that would be beneficial in teaching students a common procedure in emergency medicine. We are also trying to
make a thoracotomy/chest tube placement model based off of the one our clinical skills lab has already
developed. We currently have the materials and are setting up to hopefully have a tracheostomy wet lab by the
end of the semester. We currently have sheep and goat plucks that we were able to get from the local abattoir
after our
parasitologist was done collecting the GI tract for her research. We would also like to create a tracheostomy
model in the future that doesn’t require animals or animal parts to make acquiring model parts easier.
We have also had talks from our veterinarians on campus. We have had talks explaining internships and
residencies that help answer questions and also give helpful tips. We have had a talk on cranial trauma and
surgeries with a focus on anesthetic concerns for those patients. We are going to have a talk called “I can beat
that” where we all trade our stories and experiences that we have had. We just had our “Play doctor for a day”
talk where we had a veterinarian walk through an interactive case with us and we had to decide as a group how
we were going to diagnose and treat the case presented. We have also had talks on subcutaneous emphysema
and chest tube placement. We are in the works of setting up the pet insurance talks again for next semester.
Another thing we are excited about is the new basic and advanced life support courses offered by Veritas.
Starting this semester the chapter is going to offer to pay for one member to get certified through this course.
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Hopefully in the future we can offer this to more than one member per semester. I’m excited to see what the
next year and the new officers will do.

RVC SVECCS
By Henry Lamb, RVC SVECCS President
For the past academic year, ECC has been in the blood here at the
Royal Veterinary College.
This year, the RVC SVECCS introduced the rare and fascinating option
of participating in crucial work undertaken at the QMHA by helping
the skilled team of blood donor nurses with canine blood donations,
and of course some hands on clinical exam and TLC practice. With
up to 90 - 100 dogs on the QMHA donor programme, who can
donate as often as every 2 months, there has been plenty of
opportunity for RVC SVECCS members to get involved in this vital
service. Generally, donor dogs donate every 3-4 months, and at each occasion 400-450ml blood is collected – for
this reason, all of the donor dogs have to be large (> 25kg). The QMHA also has 30-40 cats on the programme at
any time – like their canine equivalents they are also given 4 month gaps between donations. The RVC’s
programme is one of the only places in the world that performs the majority of its feline blood donations
without sedation. Cats donate between 45-53ml of blood, depending upon their weight (no more than 12ml/kg).
The blood donor service has been exceptionally helpful and kind with their inclusion of RVC SVECCS members,
and have likewise been grateful for the help of eager students.
Throughout the rest of the year, we’ve held exciting talks and practicals on everything from poisonings to
neurological collapse, farm animal emergencies to heart failure.
The flagship of these events, and the highlight of the society’s year, was our annual symposium. This year
entailed a morning of varied lectures including small and large animal ECC cases, followed by an afternoon
developing skills such as canine CPR, emergency fluid therapy, and catheterisation. This year, RVC SVECCS has
endeavoured to widen its scope of ECC to include emergencies in various species other than the usual canine and
feline patients – we have discussed cattle/farm emergencies, and are in the process of organising an equine
rescue practical in conjunction with the appropriate authorities to learn a truly multi-agency aspect of
emergency veterinary medicine. This approach also influenced our symposium with a very popular calf dystocia
practical included into the afternoon, with students being instructed on calving jack technique and obstetrical
emergencies.
We hope to continue exploring all aspects of emergency medicine next academic year, and that our connection
with the blood donor service will have established and consolidated further. Above all, we’re looking forward to
another fun year of ECC!
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Here at Cornell our chapter has
had a wonderful year. We
continued our monthly
Emergency and Critical Care
rounds, which have been a
terrific interactive learning
experience for our members. Dr.
Gretchen Schoeffler, Cornell’s
Small Animal ECC Chief, shared
with us some exciting cases of
animals with urinary stones and
traumatic injuries such as hit-bycars and traumatic limb
amputation. Dr. Rolfe Radcliffe
presented cases on many
interesting topics from colic to
traumatic abdominal
evisceration. ECC resident Dr.
Josh Smith presented our fall
lecture on how and when to
perform abdominal and thoracic
point of care ultrasound
(AFAST/TFAST) in an emergency
setting. Our members here in
Ithaca are looking forward to
another exciting year next year!

The Student Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society at Texas A&M University had a fun and exciting
year. We held a variety of meetings and wetlabs, and we once again opened our doors to the community for our
annual Pet First Aid Seminar. In the fall semester, we hosted an intern and resident panel, which allowed our
members and members of other veterinary student organizations to find out more about specializing in
emergency and critical care, surgery, anesthesiology, radiology, internal medicine, cardiology, neurology and
oncology. We followed our panel up with an informational meeting in the spring about applying for internships.
Other meetings we held this year covered topics such as cardiovascular emergencies, lipid emulsion therapy, CPR
and emergencies in food animals. At our final meeting of the year, we had the opportunity to learn about
abbreviated ultrasound techniques used in trauma cases, including TFAST, AFAST and VETBlue. In the fall, our
hands-on wetlab covered wound management and bandaging techniques. Our spring wetlab, with the theme
“Nuts and Bolts” of emergency medicine, gave members the chance to practice performing thoracocentesis and
abdominocentesis, in addition to practice placing chest tubes, tracheostomies, intraosseous catheters and
central lines. We had a great turnout for our first aid seminar this year. Clinicians and veterinary technicians from
our teaching hospital donated their time to cover topics like general first aid for dogs and cats, disaster
preparedness, toxicities and envenomations. We hope to continue to be able to offer this educational
opportunity to the public and that the seminar continues to grow year after year. Many thanks to our faculty
advisors, officers and members for helping to make this a great year!
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Greetings from the UC Davis Chapter of SVECCS!
We have had an extremely successful and productive year thanks to the dedication and ingenuity of our officer
team. In addition to putting on lunch talks featuring a number of experts in the emergency and critical care field,
we also helped run a successful symposium. This was a great introduction into the world of emergency medicine
for those students that volunteered at the event as well as an all to rare opportunity for these students to
connect with and facilitate the continuing education of the practitioners that attended.
Through the hard work of our student education coordinators we continued putting on a number of successful
lunch talks. A new lunch talk was introduced this year and very well received on ophthalmic emergencies. It was
a rounds-style lunch talk that allowed all involved a chance to work through and fully engage with case material
as the speaker assisted us in thinking through all the steps involved in successfully assessing and treating the
patients. The reception of this lunch talk has inspired our officer team to put on similar talks this coming year.
We plan to focus these talks on cases in a specific area of specialty that may be encountered as an
emergency/critical care practitioner. We hope that this will serve as a review as well as a reminder of how broad
reaching and intellectually stimulating emergency practice can be. While allowing students to learn, we also hope
that these topics will help them begin to apply some of their knowledge and think clinically.
This year we also continued a favorite and very well received wetlab from the year past, and it was undoubtedly
one of the most rewarding put on this year. It revolved around two topics: hematoma repair and foxtail removal.
In this lab, students interacted with practitioners asked questions, were advised, and worked together while
getting hands on experience with two of the most common cases seen in everyday practice. For first year and
early second year students, the hematoma repair lab was an exciting way to begin practicing basic suture
patterns and scalpel blade handling. It was a way for students to begin thinking about suturing as a skill that goes
beyond simply reconstructing, and start using this as both a tool and a form of prophylaxis/treatment. In the case
of the hematoma repair the practitioners advocated for its use in tacking down and stabilizing the tissues of the
pinna so as to avoid a similar injury in the future. The veterinarians who volunteered to lead this lab were
invaluable in informing participants about a common mistake that can be made while doing hematoma repairs,
warning against transection of important vessels supplying the pinna. The foxtail removal lab was similarly
enjoyable and inspiring allowing students to ask questions about proper otoscope handling and hand placement
and use a tool that was novel to many: alligator forceps. Once again this lab took our learning further by making
us more thoroughly and completely explore the structures that commonly house foxtails (noses and ears) and
learn how to not only observe an abnormality but treat it as well. Foxtails are of enormous importance in
veterinary medicine in California as a whole and we hope to put on this lab again for our next class of SVECCS
members.
We are proud of all that has been accomplished this year and have high hopes and great aspirations for the
future of our club at UC Davis. Our new officer team is a wealth of fresh ideas and connections and by combining
the best of what our club has already done with the enthusiasm and input of our new officers, we look forward
to helping students learn, collaborate, and succeed in whatever road they take in the diverse field of veterinary
medicine.

SVECCS Spring 2016 Wetlab
UGA SVECCS hosted an emergency procedures wetlab in the school’s anatomy lab for over 54 students.
The lab was comprised of four main stations moderated by our fantastic interns and our faculty advisor, Dr. Lisa
Bazzle, who instructed students on Penrose drain placement, feline male urethral catheterization, cut-down
peripheral catheterization, and chest tube placement in canine and feline cadavers. Students had about two
hours to thoroughly engross themselves in a practical, hands-on learning environment that is often hard to come
by in the regularly scheduled curriculum of first and second year students. The grand finale of the event came
when Dr. Bazzle performed two rarely done emergency procedures, the trocharization of a gastric dilation and
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volvulus patient and an open chest cardiac massage. Our chapter would like to the interns and our faculty advisor
who volunteered time out of their day to make the lab a qualified success, and also appreciate the sacrifice made
by the animals we sourced from the local shelter who allowed us to practice our craft in order to better serve
future patients.

University of Melbourne
By Daphene Saw
SVECCS President

This year the University of Melbourne SVECCS has welcomed nearly 150 old and new members. It has
been a fruitful semester filled with case conversations, lectures and workshops. Our case conversations
have covered both common and some uncommon emergency cases of small animals, horses, cattle and
small ruminants. We were honoured to have lecturers who have had many years of experience in the
respective fields to present the cases in which students were encouraged to discuss how to approach,
diagnose and manage the cases. A number of ECC residents have also volunteered their time to present
a range of lectures for our members, such as snake envenomation (common in Australia!), toxins and
their management, fluid therapy, approach to triage and gadgets in the ICU. All the lectures were
targeted at DVM3 students and are certainly helpful for them as they enter clinical rotations next year.
We also managed to organise two suture workshops for DVM3 students to prepare them for practical
exams next semester. We are excited to wrap up such an amazing semester and are looking forward to
safe animal handling workshop, fluid workshops, CPR workshops as well as more lectures and case
conversations next semester!
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The WCVM student chapter of NSVECCS faced a few challenges this year, but we made the most of it! The CPR
lab usually held in December was postponed to March, as procuring new canine & feline mannequins took a bit
longer than anticipated. It was well worth the wait and Dr Palacios hosted two fabulous sessions. We did fairly
well with the challenges of communicating with our team & taking turns with the different tasks involved in
keeping our patients ‘alive’. We had to bid farewell to our fabulous club faculty advisor, Dr Casey Gaunt, at the
end of January, and were unable to secure a temporary advisor in time to run the emergency procedures lab. Our
club hosted two lunchtime talks this year. WCVM’s own social worker Erin Wasson spoke about self-care &
resilience in veterinary medicine. We were very lucky to host Dr Marie Holowaychuk, a locum critical care
specialist, who presented misconceptions in the management of shock & trauma. Our incoming co-presidents,
Tim Donihee & Taryn Roberts, are going to work hard over the summer to secure a new club faculty advisor & we

are hopeful next year will provide awesome opportunities for our club members to experience a larger taste of
emergency medicine.

Snakes, horses, endocrine emergenicies, oh my!
The SVECCS chapter at the University of Florida hit the
ground running this past fall with several meetings and is
looking forward to the wet labs planned for this spring.
The chapter hosted four meetings this semester. We started
off the semester with a meeting on snake envenomation. Key
topics in this meeting were types of snakes prevalent in
Florida and the stabilization of snake bite patients. We also
hosted two joint meetings with the UF chapter of SCVIM and
SCAEEP. The co-hosted meeting with SCVIM and SVECCS
discussed pathophysiology and treatment of common
endocrine emergencies. Next, with SCAEEP we co-hosted a
meeting on equine emergencies with Dr. McCleery, a local
ambulatory veterinarian. Dr. McCleery walked us through
cases she experienced, including presentation, diagnosis, and
treatment plan. A common theme was determining when to send a patient to a referral center.
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We also hosted a CPR wet lab, which was broken up into
the different stations including chest compressions,
defibrillation, emergency intubation, obtaining vascular access,
anesthesia, and drugs commonly used during CPR. Four doctors
and two certified technicians taught at each station to a group
of 5-6 students.
Next semester we have many more exciting meetings
planned and two wet labs already in the works. The first wet lab
to be held in February on common emergency procedures such
as jugular cut downs and esophageal feeding tube placements.
Then in early April, students will be learning how to unblock cats
and utilize ultrasound on critical patients.
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